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The Alachua Multi-County County Consortium 
(AMCC) Migrant Education Program serves 
close to 1000 migrant farmworkers each year 
in 12 counties throughout the North Central 
Florida region. The 2019-2020 school year 
promises to be filled with success, as we will 
continue in our efforts to improve academic 
services to migrant students from PK to 12th 
grade, as well as out of school youth with a 
wide variety of resources. With the addition of 
educational initiatives and collaborations with 
educational programs, our students will be 
better prepared to enter KG ready to learn, 
meet the challenging academic standards and 
graduate with a high school diploma. 

The primary goal of the Alachua Multi-County Consortium, Migrant Education Program is to ensure that all migrant students 
reach challenging academic standards and graduate with a high school diploma that prepares them for responsible citizenship, 
further learning, and productive employment. The program is designed to address the unique needs of migratory children in 
preschool through grade twelve. The program provides supplemental instruction in basic skills to compensate for academic 
deficiencies inherent in a highly mobile population. Additionally, the program provides support services such as health, social, 
nutrition, and other services necessary to enable eligible migratory children to participate effectively in academic programs 
 

   

30 English Language Learners students took 
part of an Intensive Summer English 

Immersion Program at Columbia County. 

105 students take part in our elementary 
reading and math summer program. 

75% of seniors graduated 

 
About the Program – Page 1 Academic Results from 2018-19 – Page 2 

Elementary Student Activities – Page 3 Middle/High School Student Activities – Page 4 

OSY Activities – Page 5 Who We Are and Where We Serve – Page 6 
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OUR ACADEMIC RESULTS 
FROM 2018-2019 

2018-19 was another year of hard work with good results. 
This was demonstrated by the academic gains of our 
students in all academic subjects. The FSA has been a 
challenge for many of our students, especially in reading 
where the gap between migrant and non-migrant 
students decreased by 9%. However, our tutors worked 
tirelessly in helping students prepare for this demanding 
assessment. In addition, AMCC served 31 families during 
this school year through the program called Family 
Library. This initiative consisted of giving books to 
families with the hope of improving reading at home and 
to increase parent involvement in the academic process. 

 
In math, the gap between both populations increased by 
11%. Upper level students took the EOC assessment with 
encouraging results. The AMCC continues to provide an 
ACT prep-program to help our students increase their 
test scores. Six students attended the class, for which a 
reading coach provided ACT strategies and taught skills 
to be able to achieve a higher score. This program 
focuses on students who have not completed their 
reading graduation requirements and were seeking a 
concordant score to help them graduate with a high 
school diploma.  
 
Adding to this, the AMCC also facilitated college visits to 
twelve 11th and 12th grade students who visited area 
colleges and explored the possibilities available to them 
beyond high school. 
 

 
 Edith Sanchez, Academic Coordinator, tutoring a student. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Students must have initiative; they should not be mere 
imitators. They must learn to think and act for themselves -and 

be free.” 
– Cesar Chavez 
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Tutorial Success 
 
READING IMPROVEMENT:  
DURING THE 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR, THE AMCC 
SERVED 143 STUDENTS WITH TUTORIALS IN READING. 
STUDENTS WHO PARTICIPATED 
HAD A 29% IMPROVEMENT IN READING FLUENCY. 
 
MATH IMPROVEMENT:  
136 MIGRANT STUDENTS FROM KG-12 GR. RECEIVED 
MATH 
TUTORIALS, RESULTING IN AN 11% IMPROVEMENT IN 
MATH SKILLS, PER THE 
ASSESSMENTS UTILIZED. 
 
 

Sprout Science, Whales 
tales, and Kitchen 
Chemistry  

 
Since 2005, the Florida Museum of Natural History has 
granted at least 12 migrant students a one-week summer 
camp scholarship. The museum summer camps cover 
topics like dinosaurs, insects, and backyard diversity 
among other subjects. The children get to experience new 
things, meet scientists, environmentalists and other 
children their age who are interested in these topics.  

  
During the summer of 2019 retired Elementary school 
teacher, Mary White, sponsored the museum scholarships. 
She taught for 25 years in Alachua County public schools 
but now spends time volunteering at the museum as a 
school program docent. Mrs. White reached out to the 
museum program in the hopes that her gift to sponsor 
migrant students will inspire others to do the same. The 
museum camp is the best part of many of these children’s 
summer. They have an opportunity to take part in a 
recreational activity that their families could not afford.  
July 2019 the migrant program offered 12 scholarship  for 
migrant students grades 1st-4th.  Armando a 1st grader from 
Newberry was a scholarship recipient. It was only 14 years 
ago that Armando’s mother stood in front of the Museum’s 
mastodon for a picture to archive the week long summer  
camp experience. We are grateful to our community 
partners and to the families that we have the honor to 
serve. 

ELEMENTARY 
STUDENT 

ACTIVITIES 

A FUN AND BUSY SUMMER 

 

We had an intense and full schedule during the summer 
months at the AMCC, with all kind of activities and field 
trips to feed curious minds. 30 English Language 
Learners students took part of an intensive Summer 
English Immersion Program in Columbia County. 12 
elementary students attended a weeklong camp at the 
Museum of Natural History at U.F. 

 
In Hamilton County, with the collaboration of Title I, 36 
students participated in the “High Touch, High Tech” 
summer program, full of fun science activities as part of 
the summer program there. 13 PK students, who were 
getting ready to enter kindergarten in 19-20, worked on 
in school readiness camp with amazing results, as 85% of 
attenders demonstrated to be “KG ready” per the 
assessment used. WELL DONE!!  
 
84 elementary students took part in our reading/math 
summer programs held at various districts. 82% of them 
made gains in both subjects. Hard work paid off! 11 OSYs 
received either English or life skills lessons during the 
summer months. Tutors worked with our youth providing 
evening lessons at the motels where they stay or at the 
fields. 
 
 

 

   
Fabiola in 2005, Fabiola with her son in 2019 

 
"Real education should consist of drawing the goodness and 

the best out of our own students. What better books can there 
be than the book of humanity?" 

– Cesar Chavez 
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BUSY HIGH SCHOOL LIFE 
The migrant students in the AMCC continue to make strides towards 
improving their academic performance and graduating from high 
school. During the 2018-19 school year, 9 eligible migrant students 
(75%) graduated with a high school diploma.  
 
WE ARE ALL VERY, VERY PROUD!! 
 

FLORIDA SEAL OF BILITERACY 
RECIPIENTS 
The Alachua Multi County Migrant Program is very proud of three 
migrant seniors that earned the Florida Seal of Biliteracy designation 
on their high school transcripts and diplomas in May 2019.  
 
“Biliteracy” means that the student has attained a high level of 
competency in listening, speaking, reading and writing in one or more 
languages in addition to English.  The seal provides colleges and 
employers a method to recognize an applicant with biliteracy skills.  
This seal also affirms the value of diversity and it honors culture and 
language.  
 
Congratulations-Felicidades to Beatris Santana, from Hamilton High 
School, Jasper and Katherine Ordonez Ramos, Buchholz High School, 
Gainesville both ladies were awarded the Gold Seal, the highest level 
of competency! Briseyda Sanchez also from Hamilton High School 
earned the Silver Seal, the second highest level of competency. 
 

 
 

CAMP Scholarships 
College Assisted Migrant Program 
The CAMP program has been a valuable opportunity for migrant students that are 
interested in attending a 4 year University. Pictured below is Jesus Garcia, migrant 
student and graduate from Hamilton High 2018. Jesus returned to HHS to talk to students 
about the CAMP scholarship that was granted to him by VSU, Valdosta State University.  
Jesus has finished his first year at VSU and continues to study Engineering at VSU.  
 
The CAMP scholarship is also offered through USF, University of South Florida, Tampa. In 
November of 2018, USF CAMP recruiter visited schools and homes to share the CAMP 
information with potential migrant students, guidance counselors and parents  

 

 
 

MIDDLE / HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENT 

ACTIVITIES 

2019 Stellar Student 

  
Awarded Migrant Scholar designation, 

Certified Nursing Assistant and 
Biliteracy Seal in 2019 

Day after day, they pack carrots, they pick tomatoes and they pick 
eggplants. Dust parches their mouths, their backs bent and strained; the 
blazing heat causes their vision to be blurred. Beatris Santana squints to see 
if the moment is real or just a mirage. “I am going to college; the years of 
hard work that my parents have endured is my motivation!” 
 
Beatris is an amazing young woman; a daughter of Mexican immigrants and 
sister to her three siblings. Though her parents never finished school and 
her older brother went to work right out of high school, Beatris is 
determined to embark on a different road. She will be the first of her family 
to attend college, earn a degree, and to work outside of the fields. Her goal 
is to be a pediatric nurse.  In May 2019, Beatris graduated 8th in her class of 
93 with a GPA of 3.80.  She had earned 123 volunteer hours and was a Senior 
BETA member.  The National BETA Club promotes the ideals of academic 
achievement, character, leadership and service.  Leading by example, 
Beatris is the epitome of a BETA member.  She has played soccer, been on 
the track and field team, and the ROTC where she presented the colors for 
football games and in parades.  She served on the yearbook committee; 
passionately taking photos and leaving her legacy in the yearbook pages. 
She is fiercely proud of her team, The Trojans, and of her school, Hamilton 
County High School. 
 
Obviously very proud of Beatris, HCHS selected her in 2018 to represent the 
district as The Sunshine State Scholar. 
 
“I know that venturing out, continuing my education and meeting new 
people will be life changing,” she expresses with hope in her eyes. 
 
As her words trail off, her faraway gaze looks toward the future and Beatris 
realizes that this moment is no longer a mirage, but instead a first step and a 
new reality. 

HEP GRADUATE – MAY 2019 
High School Equivalency Program / 

USF, University of South Florida 

NEW INDUSTRY CERTIFICATION: SALT 
SHARKS AGUACULTURE LIFE TRAINING 

Cristian dropped out of high school just short of graduating. He did not see 
the importance of finishing and wanted to go out and make some money. A 
half year later, the MEP program reached out to see “how that was working 
out for him”. Cristian was in a miserable job and not makin enough for his 
bills. He was ill from the terrible chemicals that were a necessary part of his 
employment. Laura Ritonia-Castanos, Coordinator of Academic Programs 
did not have to convince Cristian that a diploma could and would change his 
life. Cristian started in the HEP program at USF in October 2018. At HEP he 
was immersed in GED preparation, given life skills including interviewing 
skills, resume writing, career shadowing; all the time while living the life of a 
college student. After 7 weeks of intense preparation, Cristian passed the 
GED. This life-changing event not only formed and shaped his life but also 
reached out and touched his girlfriend who also was inspired to seek her 
GED. Education is the gift that keeps on giving! 

The AMCC Migrant Program would like to recognize our migrant advocate/tutor, Lisa 
Custer for being a key player in the development of a new industry certification. Several 
high school students from Cedar Key School, (CKS),  in Levy County have taken part of a 
new Industry Certification called SALT, which stands for Sharks Aquaculture Life 
Training. Sharks are the school’s mascot. The SALT program was a partnership between 
CKS, the Cedar Key Aquaculture Association, The Florida Aquaculture Association, The 
MEP, University of Florida, IFAS, FWC and the College of Central Florida.  
 
Dillan Allen and Sam Parks, MEP students, got their Aquaculture certification as well as 
supplemental certifications that the Cedar Key Aquaculture Association required them 
to complete. These include First Aid Certification, AED/CPR Certification, Forklift 
Operator Certificate, Boater Safety Certificate, received hands on training from UF 
Physical Therapists about back safety/lifting. They also traveled with FWC to do water 
quality testing to find out why the State of Florida would shut down waters for 
commercial fishing. This program is the first of its kind in the State of Florida and is 
being considered as a model for other schools around the state. 
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OUR MIGRANT FAIRS 
 
The AMCC has worked diligently to support our out of-
school youth in many capacities. One very successful 
campaign has been the "Migrant Health and Information 
Fairs.” These fairs provide various services for the farm 
workers and their families. We are very successful in 
bringing community awareness to the needs of our migrant 
population. Another benefit is the communication, trust and 
support that is established among farm owners, crew 
leaders, farm workers and the AMCC. These events always 
create a fun and lively day that results in the identification 
and recruitment of many new migrant families and OSY. 
 
Coordination of the fairs, starts with collaboration between 
our office and many local organizations including student 
groups at the University of Florida, professors, Health Dept. 
personnel, community centers, local schools, food banks, 
churches, clinics, and an out pouring of volunteers. Laura 
Castaños, AMCC Academic Coordinator has organized 
these fairs since 2005. Many of the services that are 
provided include: medical consultations with doctors where 
the patient can be personally attended to, dentistry, HIV 
testing and education, English classes, blood sugar and 
diabetes screenings, assistance with daycare, and much, 
much more 
 
In Alachua County, the fairs have been offered during the 
peak of blueberry season. These events are held in the 
fields during the early hours, before the harvest and in the 
evening at motel parking lots, where most of the blueberry 
pickers stay.  

OSY ACTIVITIES 
 

“OUT OF SCHOOL YOUTH” 

 
MIGRANT DENTAL CLINIC 

MAY 4, 2019 
 

It is 7:30 pm; the vans begin to arrive, as do the mosquitoes. 
Dr. Timothy Garvey, D.M.D. and his handful of dental students 
stand in the back of the motel under the stairs. There is a bit 
of light to make notes; a miner’s headlamps to provide 
illuminated access to the mouths of those seeking dental 
services.  Dr. Garvey and his group assess the situation. 
Those with infections, abscesses, decay, or broken teeth are 
x-rayed right on the spot. The most urgent cases meet with 
the Migrant Coordinator, who hands them “a ticket.”  
Participants are asked to show up at the packing-house, ticket 
in hand on clinic day. Migrant farm workers are transported 
to the clinic, given access to a clean shirt, place to wash up 
and a warm meal before treatment. Patients are returned to 
their hotel or home at the end of the day or evening. 
Blueberry pickers, packers and crew leaders are greatly 
appreciative of this annual event. 
 
Since 2011 Dr. Garvey has organized a world-class team of 
bilingual dentists, oral surgeons, hygienists, dental students 
and secretarial staff to provide a pro bono evening of 
treatment.  On May 4th 2019, 43 migrant farmworker were 
cared for, free of charge! The migrant community thanks Dr. 
Garvey and all the volunteers for all they do! 

LEARNING ENGLISH  
The AMCC provides services for not only those enrolled in 

school but also for the Out of School Youth (OSY). These young 
men and women are under 22 years old, have not graduated 
from high school and are or have worked in a qualifying 
activity. Educational services for the OSY may be GED 
assistance, health or dental referrals, mini lessons, and the most 
requested service… English classes.  The AMCC enjoys the 
challenge of organizing and implementing English classes. 
Classes are typically set for evenings or weekends when the 
students are available. Bi-lingual guides are provided so that 
the students can continue to study long after the teachers have 
gone. The classes are typically geared toward conversational 
survival English. The teachers are very creative and often 
incorporate technology. Recently, Apps such as YELP, 
Weatherbug, Google translate, and Duolingo have been big 
hits with the students that had internet capability. Another 
popular class is learning to order pizza delivery, of course, 
practice makes perfect and the entire class enjoys pizza 
together! 
 

  
Students playing Yahtzee and working on numbers and 

common phrases. 
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WHERE WE ARE  
THE COUNTIES THAT WE SERVE 

 

2019 – 2020 NEWSLETTER 

 
WHO WE ARE 
STAFF INFORMATION 
 
Victoria Gómez de la Torre -  Program Supervisor  
Kathy Reve - Administrative Assistant  
Laura Castaños - Academic Coordinator / Secondary Advocate  
Edith Sanchez - Academic Coordinator of Migrant Services / Tutor  
Ruth Reyes - Social Services Coordinator / Advocate Support 
Rene Jose Murguia -  Database Coordinator 
Bernice Cavazos - ID&R Coordinator / Advocate – Bradford County 
Luis Alvarez - Advocate – Columbia, Flagler, and St. Johns Counties  
Shirley Basel - Advocate – Alachua, Gilchrist Counties 
Lisa Custer – Advocate - Cedar Key (Levy County), Dixie Counties 
Magda Embden – Advocate - Citrus County 
Melissa Garcia - Advocate - Hamilton County 
Juan Nossa -  Advocate – Levy, Union and Clay Counties 
Anna Gaskins – Tutor 
Tomasa McCain – Tutor 
Soraya Suarez - Tutor 
 

 

 

Website: 

 

Contact: 

 

Email: 
www.sbac.edu/domain/7041 
 

352-955-6855 
 

gomezdelatorrev@gm.sbac.edu  

 
Main Office Location:  

3600 NE 15th St, Gainesville, FL 32609 
 

 

https://www.sbac.edu/domain/7041
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